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Argument:

The hadith corpus portrays Allah as an evil and uncaring God. It states that Allah laughs at the
misery of others:

Waki' bin Hudus narrated that his paternal uncle Abu Razin said:

"The Messenger of Allah said: 'Allah laughs at the despair of His slaves although He soon
changes it." | said: 'O Messenger of Allah, does the Lord laugh?' He said: "Yes.' | said: "We shall
never be deprived of good by a Lord Who laughs.” [Sunan ibn Majah, Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith
181]

It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah said:

"Allah laughs at two men, one of whom killed the other but they both entered Paradise. The
first one fought in the cause of Allah and was killed, then Allah accepted the repentance of the
one who killed him, and he fought and was martyred.” [Sunan an-Nasaa’l, Vol. 1, Book 25,
Hadith 3168]

What kind of God laughs at such horrible things?

Response:

Allah is not Laughing at the misery of others out of enjoyment, but rather His Laughing is an
indication that He is a God from whom we could expect good. This is implied in the first
aforementioned hadith when the man asked the Prophet (peace be upon him), “'O Messenger of
Allah, does the Lord laugh?”, to which he replied, “'We shall never be deprived of good by a
Lord Who laughs.”* The Prophet (peace be upon him) himself went on to clarify the implications
of Allah Laughing. So clearly, the hadith is not talking about Allah Laughing at our miseries out
of some self-twisted amusement.

As for the second aforementioned hadith, similar to the first, Allah is not Laughing at the evil of
killing. Rather, He is Laughing because there was so much hate and discord between those two

1 Shaykh al-‘Uthaymeen, in his Sharh al-Ageedah al-Waasitiyah, said:
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men during this life, yet all that animosity was removed from their hearts, and they both entered
paradise. All of this was done by the Will of Allah.?

In conclusion, these ahaadith do not portray Allah as some twisted God who enjoys watching the
suffering of others, but instead, they portray Allah as a beautiful God who is considerate of His

servants.

2 Shaykh al-‘Uthaymeen, in his commentary of Riyadh us-Saaliheen, said:
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